St. Francis USD 297

School Notices


Schools Must Provide Special Education for Exceptional

   State and federal court decisions and legislation have specified that all exceptional children have a right to a free appropriate public education based on their needs.  This means that local public schools must identify all exceptional children, elementary and secondary, and then provide the needed education for these students in the most normal educational setting possible.  Exceptional children are defined as mentally retarded, specific learning disabled, gifted, hearing impaired, language or speech impaired, behaviorally disordered, physically impaired, multiple-severely handicapped, deaf-blind, and visually impaired.
   In northwest Kansas, all of these special education services are available through the local school districts and the Northwest Kansas Educational Service Center.  Specific steps in identifying and providing special education services are followed in local school districts.  All parent and student due-process rights and confidentiality will be provided.  All parents will be informed as soon as their child is referred for one of the special programs.  The parents and in some cases the child, will be closely involved with the school’s regular and special education personnel in all steps of the process—including testing and evaluation, writing an individual program, and recommending the placement that is best for the child.  If parents disagree with the school’s special service team decision, they may request a due-process hearing.  This is ordinarily not necessary if parents and school personnel work closely together for the child’s benefit.

   The stated goals of an appropriate educational program for all exceptional students is a reflection of the local district’s philosophy to provide a quality education service for all children in the community.  For more specific information concerning the special education programs, contact the principal or superintendent of schools.  The Kansas State Department of Education also has a toll-free number (1-800-203-9462) that may be called for additional information concerning special education services, rights, and procedures.

Notice to Right To Privacy And Notice of Release of Directory Information
     The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act is a federal law that provides for the maintenance and release of student records.  By that law, parents of students (or students if they are at least 18) have the right to inspect the records maintained by the school district about that student and to correct inaccuracies in the records.  Access to those records by any other person (except school officials) is prohibited without prior consent by the parent (or the student if at least 18).  The Board of Education has adopted a written policy concerning the maintenance of and access to student records, and a part of that policy permits the release of  directory information (defined below) as permitted by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.
   St. Francis U.S.D. 297 has designated the following as directory information:

1. The student’s name, address, telephone listing, and date and place of birth,
2. The student’s major field of study.

3. The student’s participation in officially recognized activities and sports.

4. The student’s height and weight if a member of an athletic team.

5. The student’s dates of attendance.

6. The student’s current grade of class designation (K-12).

7. The degrees and awards received by a student.

8. The most recent previous educational agency or institution attended by the student.

9. Photographs and/or video tapes of the student’s participation in instructional and/or school-related activities.

   School officials will release this directory information without the consent of the parents or the student unless objection is made to the release of any or all of this information.  The objection must be in writing to the Superintendent of Schools; the objection must state what information the parent of student does not want to be classified as directory information and released.  If no objection is received by the Superintendent of Schools within two weeks after the student’s school entrance, the above information will be classified as directory information and will be released in accordance with the school’s normal procedures.
